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ABSTRACT 

This data book presents satistics on countries with 
populations of more than one million. The statistics relate to 
economic development and the changes it is bringing about in the 
world. These statistics are measures of social and economic 
conditions in developing and industrial countries. Five indicators of 
economic development are presented, including color-coded maps and 
charts for clarification. Many charts present changes between 1965 
and 1986, the year of the most current data. Section 1, "Life 
Expectancy," addresses the proportion of deaths by age, the 
percentage of infants surviving the first year of life, and life 
expectancy at birth. Section 2, ''Primary School Enrollment Rate," 
covers primary school enrollment rates (1965 and 1985), male/female 
enrollment rates in developing countries (1965 and 1985) , and 
persistence in primary school (1980-1985). Section 3, "Population 
Growth Rate," charts growth in developing and industrial countries 
(1950-1986); population size, average annual growth, and average 
annual increase in developing countries (1965-1986); and population 
projections for 1986 and 2000. Section 4, "GNP per Capita," deals 
with gross national product, population, and GNP per capita; their 
growth between 1965-1980 and 1980-1986; and the distribution of world 
population by GNP per capita (1986). Section 5, "Merchandise 
Exports," analyzes the value of merchandise exports from developing 
and industrial countries (I960, 1981, 1986), the structure of 
merchandise exports of developing countries (1965 and 1986), and the 
flow of money into and out of developing countries (1960s and 1980s). 
Each section discusses relevant backgrounc! information and recent 
developments. Sixteen indicators for 129 countries are presented in a 
data table. A glossary of terms is included. (GEA) 
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Introduction 



This book presents statistics on countries with popula- 
tions of more than 1 million. The statistics relate to eco- 
nomic development and the changes it is bringing 
about in the world. Sometimes called indicators, the 
statistics are measures of social and economic condi- 
tions in developing and industrial countries. 

Although all countries are developing 'n the sense 
that they are constantly changing and grovdng, indus- 
trial countries have higher standards of living with many 
goods and services. 

Developing countries have lower standards of living. 
Sometimes called *the Third World/ these countries fall 
into two groups: law-income developing countries and 
middle-income developing countries. In both groups, 
many people are so poor they cannot meet their basic 
needs. Middle-income developing countries, however, 
have higher standards of living than low-income devel- 
oping countries, and they participate more in the world 
economy. 

The goal of economic development is to raise stan- 
dards of living in developing countries, so that people 
there can live healthier, fuller lives. In the past three dec- 
ades, many developing countries have made tremen- 
dous progress, but much remains to be done. 

Many factors contribute to economic development, 
including the abundance of a country's resources, its ac- 
cess to other resources through trade, and the state of 
the global economy. Because the world economy is be- 



What Is the World Bank? 

The World Bank — which comprises the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and 
the International Development Association (IDA) — is an 
international institution owned by the governments of 
more than 150 countries. Its purpose is to help its devel- 
oping member countries improve economic and social 
conditions so that their people may live better and fuller 
lives. It does this by lending money to governments. 
Most of the money is used for development projects. 
These projects might help countries increase agricul- 
tural productivity; promote rural and urban develop- 
ment; build roads, power stations, schools, and health 
clinics; modernize industries; expand telecommunica- 
tions networks; or construct water and sewerage facili- 
ties. The World Bank also helps governments undertake 



coming increasingly interdependent, economic devel- 
opment affects all people in all countries. The Develop- 
ment Data Book is designed to promote understanding of 
this development process by studying statistics. 

Statistics can be powerful tools, but they have limita- 
tions. They are more accurate for some countries than 
others. And because it takes a long time to collect and 
verify some of them, they are by their nature out of date 
even before they are published. The statistics in this 
book are the most recent and verifiable ones available at 
the time of publication. Because the World Bank contin- 
uously updates and refines its data, some of the statistics 
in this book may differ from those shown in other, ear- 
lier World Bank documents. 

Many aspects of economic development cannot be 
measured by statistics. Examples are the attitudes and 
feelings of people, their values and ideas, their social 
and political systems, and their history and culture. This 
book can thus tell only part of the story of economic de- 
velopment, but it is an important part. 

The indicators of economic development presented in 
this book measure life expectancy at birth, primary 
school enrollment, population growth, gross national 
product per capita, and merchandise exports. The Data 
Table at the back of the book provides statistics by coun- 
try for these and other social and economic indicators. A 
supplemental update of the Data Table is issued 
annually. 



economic policy reforms, provides advice and technical 
assistance, and serves as a cataly^^ to stimulate invest- 
ment and lending by others. IBRD loans are generally less 
expensive than commercial bank loans and have longer 
repayment periods. IDA loans — which are made to the 
Bank's poorest member countries — are interest-free and 
have even longer repayment periods. The IBRD began 
operations in 1946; IDA was founded in 1960. Together 
their loans to developing countries now amount to about 
$20 billion a year. 

For a copy of the most recent Catalog of Educational Ma- 
terials, write to World Bank Publications Sales Unit, 
Washington, D.C. 20433, U.S.A. 
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Chart 1. Proportion of Deaths by Age, 1986 
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Chart 2. Percentage of Infants Surviving ^ / 
the First Year of Life, 1965 and 1986 
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Ll^e expectancy at birth is higher in in- 
dustrial countries than in all but a few 
developing countries. Countries with 
the lowest life expectancy are the light- 
est color on the map; countries with the 
highest life expectancy are darkest. 



Life expectancy at birth, 1986 

I I Less than 50 years 
I I 50 to 59 years 
H 60 to 69 years 
mi 70 years or more 
Data not available 



Chart 3. Life Expectancy at Birth, 1965 and 1986 
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*U S Bureau o' Census, Historical Statistics of the Uttitfd States 

Life expectancy has increased since 1965, espe- 
cially in low-income developing countries. The 
chart shows the average increase in life expectancy 
between 1965 and 1986 for different groups of 
countries. The chart also shows that in 1 900 life ex- 
pectancy in the United States was 47.3 years, 
about what it was in developing countries in 1 965. 
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Average life expectancy in the world rose from 58 
years in 1965 to 6^ years in 1986. Much of this in- 
crease reflects the fact that, as countries develop 
economically and living conditions improve, more 
infants survive the first year M life. The most dra- 
matic increase in life expectancy has been in the 
poorest countries, where people's needs for clean 
water, nutritious food, immunization, and basic 
health care have begun to be met. Although infants 
and children in developing countries are still much 
more likely to die than those in industrial countries, 
the gap is closing. 
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Primary School Enrollment Rate 

The primary school enrollment rate is the number of students enrolled in primary 
school as a percentage of the number of primary school-age children. It reflects 
the proportion of people in a country who have th e chance to receive a basic education^ 
in reading, writing, and mathematics. 



Chart 4. Primary School Enrollment Rates, 1965 
and 1985 



rnm,u\ mHix'I iMuoilmi'nt rati' f 
^h) lOD 11(1 t: 



1 1>\\ -inii>mo 

\lidiili' inii>nH» 
Iniiiistnal 



I V\ eloping countries hnve succeeded in shcirpK 
Hureiising the percentnge ot children u ho are en- 
rolled in primarv school, despite mpid growth in 
the number ot children ot primnrv school dge The 
chart ^hiius thdt the greatest increase in enroll- 
ment was in low -income developing countries 
The primar\ school enrollment rate in developing 
countries is now about the same as in industrial 
countries 
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Attending pnnitiry school hdps people dcquire the 
basic skills tind knowledge needed to improve the 
c]Utility of their lives and speed the economic devel- 
opment of their country. Studies in developing 
countries show, for example, that farmers with four 
years of primary school have higher incomes and 
produce more than farmers with no schooling 
Such studies also show that infant mortalitv is 
lower in families in which the mother attended pri- 
mary school 

Developing countries are vvorking hard to pro- 
vide universal primary schooling for their children 
The increase in primary school enrollment be- 
tween 1965 and 1983 suggests thatmanvcountries 
have nearly achieved this goal But enrollment 
rates are only one indication of a countrv's school 
system They cannot measure the qualitv of educa- 
tion a student receives, the amount of time he or 
she actually spends in the classroom, or the 
amount of money the government spends on its 
educational programs 
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I Chart 5. School Enrollment Rates for 
I Girls and Boys in Developing Countries, 
f 1965 and 1985 
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Boys in developing countries are much more likelv 
than girls to be enrolled in primarv or secondarv 
school The chart shows thdt school enrollment in- 
creased between 1965 and 1985 at about the same 
rate for girls and boys, whether thev were in pri- 
mary or secondary school As a result the gap be- 
tween the enrollment rates for girls and bovs 
^taved almost the same, so girls were still much less 
likclv to be enrollud in school than hovs I h.' chart 
alvo shows that enrollment rates are much lower 
for secondary school than for prima rv school 





Primary school enrollment in many de- 
veloping countries is lower than in in- 
dustrial countries. Countries with the 
lowest primary school enrollment rates 
are the lightest color on the map; coun- 
tries with the highest rates are the dark- 
est color. 



Primary school enrollment rate, 1985 

I I Less than 50 percent 
I I 50 to 69 percent 
m 70 to 89 percent 
H 90 percent or more 
Data not available 



Chart 6. Persistence in Primary School, 
1980-85 
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developing developing countries 
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The chart shows the number of students in the 
sixth grade in 1985 as a percentage of the number 
of students in the first grade in 1980. Only a little 
more than half of the children in developing coun- 
tries who enroll in first grade complete their stud- 
ies. The situation is worse in low-income develop- 
ing countries, where the need for education is 
greater. 
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Education has improved in developing countries 
since the 1960s, as governments have helped to 
boost enrollment and attendance, build schools, 
train more and better teachers, develop curricula, 
and supply textbooks and other educational mate- 
rials. But much remains to be done. Educational 
opportunities are still not equal, particularly for 
girls and in rural areas; far fewer than half the chil- 
dren of secondary school age are enrolled in 
schools; and countries need more money to con- 
tinue improving the quality of basic education. 



Note: The primary school enrollment rate can be greater 
than 100 percent if some students enrolled in primary 
school are either older or younger than the normal age 
limit, which in most couniries is six through eleven years 
old. 




i^oath raters in dt'x clopinv; countruN declined sharpK w ith the spread of mod- 
ern mediral methods in the l*^l^l)sand l^U^lKand are continuing; to dechne f-or 
population grow til to slow down, birth rates must also decline And the\ ha\e 
begun ti^ do so 

There are sexeral reasons wh\ birth rates are declinint; \lan\ parents now 
ha\e better access to tamiK planning, so the\ can control the number of chil 
dren thev ha\e \lan\ parents are reah/ing that, is health conditions impro\e, 
more of their children are likeK' to sur\ i\ e, so the\ are choosing to ha\ e few er 
babies More parents a*v sending their daughter- to school, w hich is important 
because the more education a woman has, the fewer children she is hkelv to 
ha\e And more wiMiien now ha\ e opportunities to work outside the home, so 
the\ are starting their families later and ha\ ing few er children 



Chart 7. Population Growth in Developing 
and Industrial Countries, 1930-86 
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Chart 8. Population Size, Average 
Annual Growth, and Average Annual 
Increase in Developing Countries, 1965-86 
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Populotiun growth r^ites orr high in dexek^pinr, 
coun*nes niainlv HeCcUisr death rjtes hcue Je 
ciined since l^^O while birth ratrs hcue remained 
high in all but n tew countries The chcirt shows 
birth and death rates in the de\ eloping and indiis 
trial countries between U)^0 ond I'-^Sh Hu' gjp 
between them approxirndtes thr populatu^n 
growth rate (The chart does not include migin- 
tion, which is not important m most u>untnes ) 
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LinniKi! im riMsr 
in jnipiiKilion (miliums) 

fh.' axeragt- population growth rMv tor de\ elop- 
ing countries was lower in the T^TIK .md mid- 
U).S()s than in the l^)h()s, but annual incieases m 
population were largrr- because the population 
base had become larger I he chart shows the total 
population in \^H^?, I'-^rp.and U^.Sh torde\eloping 
countries, their axerage annual popuiatuMi grow th 
rate in the U)60s, 1970s, and mid- U)S()s, and their 
average population inea'asi^ rac i \ ear tor the two 
and a halt decadt's Although the growth latc has 
gone dow n, the }}U}}iIh'} ot people addt'd i^acli \eai 
has increased 




Population growth rates are much 
higher in most developing countries 
than in industrial countries. Countries 
with the highest population growth 
rates for 1980-86 are the lightest color 
on Ihe map; those with the lowest are 
the darkest. 

Average annual population 
growth rate, 1980-86 



I I 3 percent or more 
I I 2 to 2.9 percent 
■| 1 tc 1.9 percent 
^1 Less than 1 percent 
Data not available 



Chart 9. Population, 1986 and 2000 
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There will be nearly 1 billion more people in the 
world in 2000 than there are today, and four out of 
five of them will be in developing countries. The 
chart shows the population of the world in 1986 
and projections for 2000. 'Others' includes high- 
income oil -exporting countries, countries with 
populations of less than a million, and countries 
for which no World Bank data are available. 



Altho-igh birth rates are falling sharply in some de- 
veloping countries, population growth will be 
rapid through the end of the century in most devel- 
oping countries, especially the poorest. Rapid pop- 
ulation growth makes it difficult to raise standard*; 
of living because the more people there are, the 
greater the pressure to provide the food, energy, 
.lOusing, and health and social services they need 
to live healthy, productive lives. 

The pressure is greatest in urban areas, where 
populations are swelling as people move from the 
countryside in search of better jobs and living con- 
ditions. Mexico City, for example, grew from abou: 
10 million people in 1960 to nearly 26 million in 
1986 and will probably grow to 31 million by 2000. 
To relieve the pressure, many developing coun- 
tries, in addition to slowing down population 
growth, are trying to encourage people to stay in 
rural areas or move to smaller towns and cities. 
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Chart 10. GNP, Population, and GNP per Capita 
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To increase GNP per capita, all developing countries 
are trying to produce more goods and services; that 
is, they are trying to make their economies grow 
Economic growth depends on helping people be- 
come more productive by improving their educa- 
tion and health. It also depends on improving 
transportation and communication systems, pro- 
viding better tools and technology, finding reliable 
sources of energy, and increasing access to markets 
where countries can sell their exports. In addition, 
many developing countries are trying to slow down 
population growth, wh:ch can also help increase 
NP per capita. 




Chart 11. Growth of GNP per Capita, 
Population, and gnp, 1965- SO and 1980-86 
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Between 1965 and 1980 GNP per capita grew a lit- 
tle fasterin developing countries than in industrial 
countries, in 1 980-86, however, the growth of GNP 
per capita slowed in both developing and indus- 
trial countries The chart shows that in both peri- 
ods population and gnp grew much faster in 
developing countries than in industrial countries 
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Chart 12. Distribution of World Population by 
GNP per Capita, 1986 
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GNP per capita is much lower in most 
developing countries than in industrial 
countries. Countries with the lowest 
GNP per capita art the lightest color on 
the map; countries with the highest 
GNP per capita are the darkest color. 
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Others 
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Half the world's population lives in low-income 
developing countries, where the average GNP per 
capita is $270. The chart shows population and the 
average gnp per capita in low -income and middle- 
income developing countries and in industrial 
countries in 1986. 'Others' includes high-income 
oil-exporting countries, countries v/ith popula- 
tions of less than a million, and countries for which 
no World Bank data are available. 
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The world economy boomed in the 1960s and 
1970s, and both developing and industrial coun- 
tries grev^ rapidly. In fact, despite their high popu- 
lation growth rates and less developed econorrdes, 
developing countries were able to increase GNP and 
GNP per capita faster than industrial countries. 

In recent years, however, economic growth has 
slowed in both developing and industrial countries. 
On average, developing countries grew at about 
the same rate as industrial countries in 1980-^6, 
but some regions did much better than others. In 
Asia, where many developing countries are able to 
use export earnings to develop their economies, 
GNP per capita rose much faster than the average. 
In South America, where many countries muA use 
the bulk of their export earnings to repay foreign 
debts, the rate of growth of GNP per capita slowed 
sharply. And in Sub-Saharan Africa, where many 
countries are among the poorest in the world, the 
amount of GNP per capita actually declined. 
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Merchandise Export*; 

Merchandise exports are the goods a country produces and sells to other 
countries; they account for most of a country's exports. The money a country 
earns from these exports h^lps determine how much it can afford 
to spend on imports and how much it can borrow abroad. 



Chart 13. Value of Merchandise ExporJs from 
Developing and Industrial Countries, 1960, 
1981, and 1986 
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The value of the merchandise exports of almost all 
countries has increased since 1960 The chart 
shows th)s increase for developing and industrial 
countries between 1960 and 1986. An increase in 
exports can enable a country to import more of the 
things it needs for development such as food, oil, 
machines, and :idvice from experts. Amounts in 
1960 and 19' have been adjusted to reflect the 
value of a dollar in 1986. 



Manufactured goods can generally be sold at a 
higher price than primary gocus, but they are often 
more complicated and expensive to produce. Pro- 
ducers must decide for themselves what propor- 
tion of their exports will be primary goods or 
manufactured goods. Usually that decision is 
based on a country's comparative advantage, that 
is, the resources it has th it other countries may 
lack — large mineral deposits, abundant energy 
supplies, rich farmland, well-trained workers, or 
favorable government policies, for example 

For many years most developing countries had a 
comparative advantage only in primary goods, but 
now many of them make and export manufactured 
goods, too. And at the same time some industrial 
countries are among the world's largest exporters 
of primary goods. About a quarter of all exports 
^ »rom the United States in 1986, for example, were 
£jvV gricultural products. 
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Chart 14. Structure of Merchandise 
Exports of Developing Countries 
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Manufactured goods make up more of the exports 
of developing countries than ever before. The 
chart shows the proportion of pnmary commodi- 
ties and manufactured goods exported by devel- 
oping countries in 1965 and 1986. The increase in 
manufactured goods from about 20 percent to 
more than 50 percent of the total indicates that 
some developing countries are increasingly able to 
make and sell cars, electronic equipment, machin- 
ery, textiles, and other manufactured goods com- 
petitively in the world economy. 
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Chart 15. Flow of Money into and out of Devel- 
oping Countries, 1960s and 1980s 



Where the money comes iir i 

Money earned 
from exports 



Where the money goes 

Payments 
for imports 




Other 

paymerit*: 



The amount of money developing countries re- 
ceive from exports, new loans, and other sources 
determines the amount th.y have available each 
year to buy imports, pay back earlier loans, and 
make other payments. The chart shows that in the 
1980s developing countries have gotten more of 
their money from exports and less from new loans 
than they did in the 1960s, but they have had to 
spend a greater share of their money to repay their 
earlier loans. 



ERIC 



The value of merchandise exports from 
industrial countries is much greate 
than the value of those from develo* 
ing countries. Countries with the low* i 
value of merchandise exports are 
lightest color on the map; co ir ^s 
with the highest value are dark 



Value of merchandise exports, 1986 

[ I Less than $1 billion 
I I $1 billion to $15 billion 
H $15 billion to $30 billion 
m $30 billion or more 
fl| Data not available 




Developing countries pay for imports mainly with 
the money they earn by selling exports to industrial 
countries. But in the 1960s and 1970s many devvel- 
oping countries were able to import more than they 
exported because they borrowed money from 
banks, international institutions, and the govern - 
ments of industrial countries. 

In order to repay the principal nnd interest on 
those loans, most developing countries in the 
1980s have had to cut spending on imports, even 
though they are earning more from their exports. 
In 1986 developing countries spent about 20 cents 
of every dollar earned from exports to pay off old 
debts. In 1970 it was 10 cents. Furthermore, devel- 
oping countries are not borrowing as much in the 
1980s because interest rates are higher and banks 
are less willing to make additional loans. 

Thus for developng countries in the 1960s and 
1970s exports and loans paid for current imports; 
in the 1980s exports are paying for past imports 
and loans. 
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Definitions and Notes 

Averages. The averages for groups of countries in this 
book are weighted. Weighted averages take into account 
differences in the size of populations of countries. They 
give a more accurate picture than simple averages. 

Billion. One billion equals 1,000,000,000. 

Birth rate. The number of births in a year expressed as a 
percentage of the total population. 

Calorie supply per capita daily. The calories available 
to people in a country (based on the amount of food the 
country produces or imports) divided by the population 
and then expressed on a daily basis. 

Comparative advantage. The resources a country has 
that other countries may lack — for example, mineral de- 
posits, good rainfall, rich farmland, well-trained 
workers, or favorable government policies. 

Death rate. The number of deaths in a year expressed as 
a percentage of the total population. 

Debt. See the entry for external public debt as a percent- 
age of GNP. 

Developing countries. Countries in which most people 
have a low standard of living with few goods and serv- 
ices. There are 97 developing countries; their total popu- 
lation is about 3.8 billion (three-fourths of the world's 
population). They are also known as the Third World, 
the South, and less developed countries (LDCs). 

Economic growth. The process by which a country in- 
creases its ability to produce goods and services. 

Energy consumption per capita. The amount of energy 
consumed — mduding petroleum, natural gas, solid 
fuels such as coal and lignite, and electricity from nu- 
clear, geothermal, and hydroelectric sources — all con- 
verted to equivalent amounts of oil and divided by the 
population. The use of firewood and other traditional 
fuels, though substantial in some developing countries, 
is not taken into account in this measure because reliable 
data are not available. 

External public debt as a percentage of gnp. The amount 
of money a government owes to banks, businesses, and 
governments in other countries and to international insti- 
tutions. This amount is divided by the country's GNP to see 
what percentage of a country's wealth must be used to 
repay old loans and is therefore not available to buy the 
goods and services the country needs to help its economy 
grow. When the percentage is more than 100, a country 
has serious financial problems and must increase its ex- 
ports or borrow more money. 



Family planning. A health service that offers counsel- 
ing and other measures to couples to help them decide 
whether to have children and, if so, when and how 
many. 

Fertility rate. The average number of children born to 
each woman in a country. 

GNP (gross national product). The dollar value of a 
country's final output of goods and services in a year. 
These include goods such as food, clothing, machines, 
and new roads, and services such as those of doctors, 
teachers, merchants, tourism agents, and government 
officials. Data are compiled in the currency of each 
country and converted to values in U.S. dollars to make 
comparisons possible. 

GNP per capita. The dollar value of a country's final 
output of goods and services in a year (its GNP) divided 
by its population. It reflects the value of a country's 
economic activity and the income of its residents. It does 
not shov/ whether all people share equally in the wealth 
of a country or whether they lead fulfilling lives. Data 
are compiled in the currency of each country and con- 
verted to values in U.S. dollars to make comparisons 
possible. 

GNP per capita growth rate. The change in GNP per ca- 
pita over a period, expressed as a percentage of GNP per 
capita at the start of the period. Average annual growth 
rates for a period of years provide a better picture than 
rates for a single year 

High-income oil-producing countries. These countries 
are not grouped with industrial or developing countries 
in this book because their income levels would place 
them with industrial countries but their economic struc- 
ture with developing countries. There are four of these 
countries. 

Industrial countries. Countries in which most people 
have a high standard of living with many goods and 
services. There are 19 industrial countries; their total 
population is slightly more than 0.7 billion (less than 
one-fifth of the world's population). They are also 
known as developed countries or the North. 

Infant mortality rate. The number of infants, out of 
every 1,000 babies born in a given year, who die before 
reaching one year of age. The lower the rate, the fewer 
the infant deaths. 

Labor force in agriculture (percentage of). The percent- 
age of economically active persons ten years old or more 
who work in agriculture, forestry, hunting, and 
fishing. 

Life expectancy at birth. The average number of years 
newborn babies can be expected to live if health condi- 
tions stay the same. It reflects the health of a country's 
people and the quality of care they receive when they 
are sick. 
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some students enrolled in primary school are either 
younger or older than the normal age limit.) The secon- 
dary school enrollment rate is calculated in the same 
way, except that the age group is twelve through seven- 
teen years. 

Urban population as a percentage of total population. 
The number of people living in urban areas as a percent- 
age of the total number of people in a country. 



Statistics for The Development Data Book were supplied by the 
World Bank's International Economics Department which 
draws on an array of national and international sources in 
compiling social and economic data. The maps were prepared 
by the World Bank's Cartography Division and are based on 
the Eckert IV equal-area projection. Credits for the World 
Bank photos on the front cover are, clockwise from the top, 
Ray Witlin (India), Kay Chemusch (Ken;^), Ray Witlin (Indo- 
nesia), and on the back cover, clockwise from the top, the 
Inter-American Development Bank (Brazil), Ray Witlin 
(Burkina Easo), Chad Wyatt (Honduras). 

The text and charts for The Development Data Book were pre- 
pared by Harriet Baldwin, Bruce Ross-Larson, and Gerald 
Martin Quinn. The teaching guide was prepared by Harriet 
Baldwin and edited by Bruce Ross-Larson. The revised and 
updated edition of The Development Data Book and teaching 
giiide was prepared by Catherine Sheram and edited by Carol 
Rosen. 

The findings, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in 
this study are entirely those of the authors and should not be 
attributed in any nuinner to the World Bank, to its affiliated or- 
ganizations, or to members of its Board of Executive Directors 
or the countries they represent. The maps that accompany the 
text have been prepared solely for the convenience of readers; 
the designations and presentation of material in them do not 
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
the World Bank, its affiliates, or its Board or member countries 
concerning the delimitations of boundaries or natio- al 
affiliations. 



Low-income developing countries. Countries with a low 
standard of living in which many people cannot meet 
their basic needs. Almost 2.5 billion people live in such 
countries. 

Manufactured goods. Goods, such as shoes, clothing, 
tools, and machines, that are processed from primary 
products or other manufactured goods. 

Merchandise exports. The goods a country produces 
and sells to other countries; they account for most of a 
country's exports. Data are compiled in the currency of 
each country and converted to values in U.S. dollars to 
make comparisons possible. 

Middle-income developing countries. Countries with a 
slightly higher standard of living than low-income de- 
veloping countries, but in which many people still can- 
not meet their basic needs. About 1.3 billion people live 
in such countries. 

Nonreporting nonmember countries. Countries that are 
not members of the World Bank and for which the Bank 
has only limited data. There are nine of these countries. 
They are not grouped as industrial or developing coun- 
tries in this book because their economic organization 
and their income data are not comparable with the data 
from other countries. 

Population growth rate (average annual). The increase 
in a country's population during a period of time, usu- 
ally one year, expressed as a percentage of the popula- 
tion at the start of that period. It reflects the number of 
births and deaths during the period and the number of 
people moving to and from a country. The average an- 
nual population growth rates for a period of year-^ pro- 
vide a better picture than rates for a single year. 

Population per physician. The population of a country 
divided by the number of its physicians. It does not take 
into account the number of nurses, medical technicians, 
or clinics in a country. 

Population, projected to 2000. An estimate of the pop- 
ulation of a country in the year 2000 based on present 
trends. 

Primary commodities or goods. Goods— for example, 
iron ore, diamonds, wheat, apples, oil, or natural gas — 
that are used or sold as they are found in nature. 

Primary health care. Health services, including family 
planiung, clean water supply, sanitation, immunization, 
and nutrition education, that are designed to be afforda- 
ble by the people who receive the services and by the 
governments that provide them. The focus is on pre- 
venting rather than curing diseases. 

Primary school enrollment rate. The number of stu- 
dents enrolled in primary school as a percentage of the 
number of children of primary school age — usually six 
through eleven years of age. It reflects the proportion of 
people in a country who have the chance to receive a 
*~ g;- education in reading, writing, and mathematics. 
E RJC "^^ countries the rate is above 1 00 percent, because 



Copyright © 1984, 1988 The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development/The World Bank 
1818 H Street, N.W 
Washington, D.C. 20433, U.S.A. 
All rights reserved 

Manufactured in the United States of America 
First printing March 1984 

First printing of the revised edition September 1988 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Sheram, Katherine, 1947- 

The Development data book: a guide to social and economic 
statistics with a comprehensive data table / [prepared by Katherine 
Sheram]. — 2d ed., rev. & ufnlated. 
p. cm. 

Rev. ed of: The development data book / Harriet Baldwin. 
ISBN 0-8213-1118-2: $5.00 

1. Economic indicators. 2. Social indicators. I. Baldwin, 
Harriet. Development data book. II. International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development. III. Title. 
HC59.B336 1988 330.9t)021-dcl9 88-20908 



20 



